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How to Evaluate Web site?
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\'mp W “Do you want to find the Best Resources on the
Internet?”

| + “Casual users and serious researchers place their trust in
the accuracy and completeness of the data on the
network. They’re relying upon information of unknown
pedigree and dubious quality, since precious little on the
Internet has been refereed or reviewed.”




Why Evaluate?

The Web is a no man’s land, where anyone with
sufficient skills can publish any opinion they wish.

Therefore, experience tells us that you will need
additional and critical skills to locate information
of real quality and value.



1- Accessibility ..

How Accessible Is the web site? Is the website
accessible to users from all Internet browsers, such as,
Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome,
etc?

Consider Issues such as use of color, patterns, _
organization, whether the entire work or only a portion
of it is available on the Web?

Is the site or part of it under construction?

Does the Web Page have a SITE INDEX for greater
accessibility?



2- Information..

* |S the Information current, accurate,
and complete?

« Are all the links and information
verified?

 |s the information cited correctly?

* Who publishes the content and Who IS
responsible for updating It?




3- Writing Quality

« Writing Quality is the writing free from

spelling error, grammatically correct, and easy
to read?




4- Legality..

 copyright laws respected?



http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://askbobrankin.com/copyright-symbol.jpg&imgrefurl=http://askbobrankin.com/copyright_a_website.html&usg=__wmWWD8yTJVpRuXzDaD7VCIGZOOI=&h=250&w=300&sz=11&hl=ar&start=31&sig2=BqZ-MT9ylTU65VItdac51Q&zoom=1&tbnid=GjmJV37MwDMskM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=116&ei=UR5UT4zIJ4HVsgbtluzmCw&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dcopyright%26start%3D21%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dar%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4RNTN_enSA376SA376%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1

gt\p:lfwﬂ 5- Navigation & links ..

* IS navigating through the website
easy? Are links included in the
website easy to find, available, and

accessible?
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gt\p:lf\wf 6- User friendliness ..

* Is the website easy to use, S|mple and
clear?




/- Purpose ..

Does the website have a main goal or specific
mission?
What is the purpose of the content and why was it

produced?

Does the content have a goal? [Advertising vs.
Educational vs. Propaganda?]

How objective is the information? Is it one
person’s or one organization’s point of view only?




8- Technology ..

 Effective use of leading technologies
- Java, DHTML, active X, advanced
coding, XML, CSS, etc.




9- Design ..

« Unified design, relates to website
purpose, clear, and simple.




10- Customer Service & Client
Respect

 Ease of contact and responsive, and
customer testimonials provided




11- Human Interactivity ..

* |nteraction between customer and
website manager or employees by
having membership, Email lists,
newsletters, newsgroups, chat, BB ..
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hitp./wW 12- Website effectiveness




13. AGE ONLINE

When was the Web Page last updated? Does the Web
Page state explicitly “Last Updated...”

How many dead links [Web Rot] are on the page?

Does the page indicate a contact or an email address for
additional information?

Judge: Is the information timely?




14. AUDIENCE LEVEL

* |s the Web Page geared for a specific audience?
(i.e. Children/Adults/Teens/Political or Religious
Affiliation or Ideology, etc.?)

* |s the content generic or very specific?

 JUDGE: WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THIS
SITE?




P

oW A REVIEW OF POINTS JUST COVERED

« QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN LOOKING AT WEB
SITES:

— Who manages the site?

— When was it last updated?

— Easy to use? Navigable?

— Contains primary or secondary information?

« Example: Second hand news or the original
source?

» Does the Site give you just their interpretation or
version of events with no references to other
Interpretations?

» Does the Web Site offer Opinion or Fact?




% Better Search Engines that actively
== cVvaluate information via a human filter
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LIBRARIANS INTERNET INDEX

Advanced Search Help More Search Tools

Arts & Huma S

History, Literature and Books, Music

Media
Magazines, Mews, Newspapers, more

maore

Finance, Industries, Joks, maore

Computers
Internet, Technology, WWeb Design and

People
Families, Gay and Leshian, Motahle
People, rmore

Recieation
Crafts, Hobbies, Sports, Travel, more

Managerment, mare

Government
Military, Politics, Taxes, mare

Health
Diseases and Conditions, Drugs,
Mutrition, more

Home and Ho 1
Consurner Research & Advocac

Food & Cooking, Gardening, more

Law

Civil Liherties, Crirme, Treaties, maore

Reference
Dictionaries, Haolidays, mare

Regional
Califarnia, ¥Washington, The WWarld,
maore

Science
Astronormy, Biology, Environment

more

Society & Social Science
Charities/MNonprofits, Education

Ethics, Religion, mare

Featured Collection
Paws, Claws, Scales, & Tales

mMore s

Featured Site

Tt Heaven in Yo Mouth
A mature, comprehensive site
offering exhaustive information about
this ltalian dessert. ..
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New This Week

April 13, 2006

Subscribe by ermail arl —

What's RES?  archive »

Announcements

Over 14,500 Bloglines Subscribers
Welcome KQOED Listeners!

Home | Search | About | Suggest a Site | Mew This Week | Contact

Copyright @ 2005, Librarians' Internet Inde:x, LIL &l rights reserved. Primary financial support for LI (Librarians' Internet Inde:x) from the U.S. Institute of
Museumn and Library Services under the provizions of the Library Services and Technology Act, administered in California by the State Librarian. Cther
sources include the Washington State Library and the Calitornia Digital Library.
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(W INFOMINE: infomine.ucr.edu
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ly | Resource Collections

€| http:{finfomine. ucr .eduj

Search for: | GO
Advanced Search | Search Tips

.+ Bio, Ag & Med Sciences

= Business & Economics
,+ Cultural Diversity
.* Ejournals
@# Government Info
& Maps &GIS
4@ PhysSci, Engr, CS & Math
@ SocSci & Humanities

@ Visual & Performing Arts

Other Search Tools General Reference INFOMINE Home * About INFOMINE Site Map
Suggest a Resource Feedback Email Alert Service Join INFOMINE
iVia Portal Software Data Fountains

®1994- INFOMINE, The Regents of the University of Califoria
‘_,!7\5) System developed and supported ;J the Library of the University of California, FIPSE
‘ iverside,
IMLS and FIPSE




Address [€] http:(jvib. ora/f

The WWW Virtual Library

Quick search: |

If yvou maintain a superlative guide to a specialised area
of the wWeb, the Virtual Library would be pleased to
consider a request to add yvour 'library' to the WWwWwW

Virtual Library,

more hews. .,

Agriculture Information and Libraries

Irrigation, Livestock, Poultry Science, .. Information Quality, Knowledge Management, Libraries, ...

The Arts International Affairs

art History, Classical Music, Theatre and Drama, ... International Relations and Security, Sustainable Development, ...
Business and Economics Law

Finance, Marketing, Transportation, .. arbitration, Forensic Toxicology, Legal History, ..
Communications and Media MNatural Sciences and Mathematics

Broadcasters, Publishers, Telecommunications, ... Biosciences, Earth Science, Medicine and Health, Physics, ..
Computing and Computer Science Recreation

Artificial Intelligence, Cryptography, Logic Gardening, Recreation and Games, Sport, ...

Programming, ..

Regional Studies
Education African, Asian, Latin American, European, ..
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary, ...

Social and Behavioural Sciences

Engineering anthropology, Archaeology, Population and Dewvelopment
Architecture, Electrical, Mechanical, ... Studies, ...

Humanities and Humanistic Studies Society

History, Languages and Linguistics, Museums, ... Peoples, Religion, Gender Studies, ...

Mirrors: vlib.org (CH), East anglia (LK),

About | Contact | Donors | Topics
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W Pinakes:
! J http://www.hw.ac.uk/libwww/irn/pinakes/pinakes.ntml

'

Address lej http: fiwww, hw, ac. ukflibwww/irn/pinakes/pinakes. html

PINAKE>

A Subject Launchpad About

Feanwred in the BEC Web Wise guide 2 the Intrrnet, and many other online and print publications,

Hosted by Heriot-Watt Universii

Edinburgh, Scotland.
*
AccessTolLaw @A{}j '‘AERADE
A ToLaiw law ADAN: art, design, i’—C—‘ﬁ‘—‘i—‘.’: arc_hxtecture. AERADE: aerospace
fwscessiosaw A architecture and media cagneenrs and defence studies
construction
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AGRIGATE:

agriculture, forestry, AHDS: arts and ALTIS: hospitality, Artifact: arts, design,
environment, food humanities leisure, sport, tourism  architecture, media
science, horticulture
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Bioethics
UNIVERSITET
BioethicsWeb: Biogate: biological BIOME: health and life  Biz/ed: business and
biomedical ethics sciences sciences economics
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INTERNET PUBLIC LIBRARY: www.ipl.org

Accessibility Info
Subject Collections
Arts & Humanities
Business
Computers
Education
Entertainment
Health
Law & Government
Regional
Science & Tech
Social Science
Ready Reference
Almanacs
Calendars
Dictionaries
More Ready Reference.
Reading Room
Books
Magazines
Newspapers
KidSpace
TeenSpace
Special Collections
Blogs
Literary Criticism
Science Fair
More Special Collections...
Searching Tools
FARQs
Pathfinders
Search this Site
Web Searching
About the IPL
IPL Audio/Video Tours
Teach with the IPL
Contact Us
Ask a Question

’ Address I@J http:ffwww.ipl.org/
=
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] P The Internet Public Library

THING OF THE WEEK

What are young people thinking...?

If only there was someone we could ask!

Wait a minute, we could give them a theme, a space to
write, and the promise to post the moderately relevant
responses.

And then...we'd still have no idea. But it'd be fun.

Sub-20 folks, go to our THING of the Week form on the IPL's
T and tell us what you think about this week's

See All of the IPL's Spotlight Features...

~| EJco |Links
-
enter text here —

&ll of the IPL ~
Search

IPL Strives Toward Accessibility

The IPL is dedicated to making itself as accessible as
possible, i.e., to be as usable to as many users as possible,
including those with disabilities or with older web
browsers and 0S’s, and we hope you can help!

We welcome your comments, questions, and feedback
about how usable and/or accessible the IPL is.

e See our Accessibility Info about the new features we
offer.

e Contact Us with comments, questions, or suggestions
regarding usability and accessibility.



MORE REVIEWING VIA AN ONLINE EXERCISE:

* Search Google for information on EGYPT...or ...a topic
of your choice.

« Name the top 3 web sites --using and applying the
criteria you just learned.

« Find the Ku Klux Klan Website and discuss the
problems with it. Does the site present opinion or fact?
How can you tell?
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hﬁp W More information on how to evaluate web pages can be
found on the following sites

 http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/gen
eral/evaluating/

 http://library.albany.edu/internet/evaluate.ht
mi

 http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/G
uides/Internet/Evaluate.ntml

 http://www.virtualchase.com/quality/index.
html




More Sites with Information on how to
evaluate Web Sites:

RUTGERS:
http://newarkwww.rutgers.edu/guides/evaluate.htm

ITHACA
http://www.ithaca.edu/library/training/think5.html

« ALBANY: A series of Internet Tutorials available at:
http://library.albany.edu/internet/

« A Checklist for Evaluating Information:

http://library.usm.maine.edu/research/researchguides/web
evaluating.html
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More Sources to help you actively evaluate information:

o http://www.lifehacker.com/software/f
eature/seek-and-ye-shall-find-how-to-
evaluate-sources-on-the-web-
137843.php

« From About.com:
http://websearch.about.com/od/refere
ncesearch/a/evaluatesource.htm?rd=1




